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Worthy participants,

I extend all my respect to the guests who have attended the symposium titled “New Tactics in Human Rights” and organized jointly by Helsinki Citizens Assembly, Center for Victims of Torture and TODAIE, and wish that this activity contributes to the development of human rights.

Being a prime minister of a government that is concerned with making human rights issues a strategical and tactical part of politics in Turkey; I consider it a democratic honor that such an important symposium take place in my country.

For this reason, I welcome all of you who work hard in a most valuable field, most suitable to the dignity of being a human, to your own home.

As a person who believes that human rights today form the basic ground on which humanity can agree and make an alliance, and that it is a grand value which everybody needs to share, seeing human rights defenders in my country is the greatest joy I have ever experienced as a politician.

Turkey is a bridge between civilizations and a crossroad where East and West meet. That this symposium, which happens to be the biggest meeting in the field of human rights because of its diameter, takes place in Turkey is also important for these reasons.

This symposium, which brings together 600 people from 93 countries and 5 continents, conveys an important message as it gathers in Turkey representatives of human rights organizations, NGO’s and people who have acted independently in various countries over the world and achieved successful results.

This message is a message that calls for the acceptance of human right as the common value of continents, civilizations, values, politics, strategies, East and West.

Yes, at this stage that humanity has reached, the cultural, social and political genetic code of our being is the concept of human rights.

It is a powerful stance against the threats the world faces today that such a great meeting, which brings together all you beloved people of thought and struggle around a process of universal integration, dialogue and mutual learning, takes place in Turkey, the strong representative of the inter-civilizational dialogue.

Organizing such a meeting in Turkey, which is the crossroad of East and West, will produce a historical value in the sense that it situates human rights at the focus of the East-West synthesis and that it makes human rights struggle a common denominator of civilizations at a time when cold war between values are being intensively addressed.

Worthy human rights defenders from different countries have been sharing for 5 days their previous practices that have led them to successful results, and contributing to the field of human rights advocacy.

That is why my government has maintained a very positive attitude toward this meeting and provided all the necessary material and moral support for it with the aim of contributing to the worldwide struggle of human rights.
Here, there is a mass that holds a variety of characteristics stemming from different countries, religions and nationalities.

Yet all of them believe in the importance of a concept with the same sensibilities. Indeed, it is not even possible to talk about neither the privilege of being a human nor the dignity of humanity without this concept.

Hence, human rights are a common value to which everybody, meaning all people, should pay serious attention.

There are very few concepts in the history of humanity which can bring together different nations.

Basic rights and freedoms constitute a supra value which all people can hold by de-emphasizing their differences.

Only the human rights concept can create the foundation of the strategy which aims to produce compromise instead of conflict as well as integration instead of division, and to increase the feeling of fraternity instead of ‘otherization’.

It is generally thought that human rights are the subject of a tension between the state and the society or the individual, in other words, that the issue has two sides. 

This is true most of the time.

If there exists a violation, it is generally a result of a misconstructed relationship between the public authority and the individual.

Even thought this is the most visible part of the issue, we all know that human rights violations spread over a wide spectrum. For this reason, the new tactics which constitute the very foundation of this meeting are valuable in the sense that they serve as a useful tool to spread the struggle of human rights to the widest boundaries.

The new tactics for which you worthy participants have shown great efforts do not limit human rights violations to those by the state only. They prepare the ground for an important ‘mentality revolution’ in the sense that they lay before our eyes the violations arising from non-governmental organized powers (such as mafia, economic powers, press) and traditions habits and cultures.

Thus, on the one hand, human rights sensibility turns into a ‘cultural stance’ and on the other hand, it situates at the center of politics-making the new explorations in human rights struggle.
This treats the concept of human rights both as a virtue and the highest value of humanity, and as a political function.

No more can a politician in a society that values democratic virtues engage in politics without placing human rights at the top of his political agenda.

Worthy participants,

Recent improvements achieved in Turkey are important in the sense that they enable the relationship between the authority and the individual to attain a structure suitable to human rights.

Especially the harmonization’s laws legislated by the Turkish Parliament during the EU process are worthy of attention because they lead to the development of the understanding of a state of law as well as to the establishment of a democratic regulation based on basic rights and freedoms.

Many meaningful changes in different domains of life have been made ranging from the abolishment of the State of Emergency to the legislations that secure rights; from the freedom of speech and association to the abolishment of the death penalty.
Moreover, the powerful will and persistent attitude of our government about showing zero-tolerance to torture, a crime it perceives as one of the biggest crimes of humanity, caused a serious amelioration.

At least today no one can argue that there is systematic torture in Turkey.

We have taken great steps and gone great distances on the road to democratization through basic rights and freedoms, but we still have a long way to go because human rights struggle necessitates mentality changes before legal regulations.

Worthy human rights defenders;

The common goal of the contemporary world can be summarized as ‘developing dialogue, cooperation and exchange to secure peace, stability and welfare.”

To achieve this common goal, there is a necessity of the empowerment of democracy and human rights; the achievement of a sustainable and balanced economic and social improvement; increasing of measures for the struggle against poverty and the establishment of an intercultural mutual understanding. 
Peace and reconciliation can only be achieved through dialogue and communication.

Societies, closed to dialogue and cooperation, will not have a place in the future world.

If we turn our backs on dialogue, what can we replace it with? Refusing the dialogue comes to mean refusing to live together. Dialogue is the name of a relation in which open minded and open hearted unprejudiced people enlightened with science and thought are ready to learn from each other honestly as well as critically.

It should be remembered that the process of human rights struggle is at the same time the address of ‘rehabilitation of prejudices’. 

Democracy is the regime of dialogue, reconciliation and tolerance. We need world scale democratization today.

Therefore, no security concern could ever be an excuse for the limitation of human rights.

While combating against terror and other threats upon humanity, the fundamental principle that segregates the state of law from dictatorship is staying within the boundaries of human rights.

The trend of certain democratic states to separate security and human rights is an approach that apparently threatens the values earned by humanity through centuries.

Our wish is the adherences of every single member of the human community to a network of communication and cooperation that has its foundation on trust.

Those communities turning to ghettos, becoming self-isolated and shut to collaboration breed the composition of unhealthy spaces, which can create all kinds of problems for the universe at any time.

As the basic principle of global government, it has to be understood that human solidarity is the kernel of dialogue among civilizations.

The future of the universe does rely on the clash of civilizations, but through the collaboration of civilizations.

An environment where local features, differences, national and religious values, shortly, any kind of diversity could be possessed, would only bring peace, not fighting.

So the ‘genetic code’ of conciliation, peace and dialogue is the concept of human rights.

After tremendous suffering and destruction, humanity is now working on generating and institutionalizing certain common values.

Today, those countries that cannot integrate with the contemporary world, adopt the universal values, or improving on concepts like human rights, democracy and state of law, are to be pushed aside into isolation.
The way to deserve the glory of humanity, preserve existence and compete with other countries is not through isolation, but through collaboration, which simultaneously shelters the core identity of the one and engrosses the universal criteria.

Besides it is extremely pleasant that the most principal measure that determines the value of a country is the contribution of each country to the common wisdom of the humanity.
We today believe that a dialogue among either civilizations or religions would be a necessary endeavor in the direction of world peace and brotherhood.
Tolerance and consensus of diversities is inevitable for a democratic and free world. 

Dear participants,

Today the task for all of us is to be able to create a ground for common peace and dialogue language. 

Until today, human rights as universal values have been shaped into the common voice of human conscience, social consensus, dialogue among diversities.

Rarely has there been a higher value than the human rights upon which humanity is accorded.

Rights and freedom discourse breeding from the principles of justice and equality should further its influence upon the judicial regulations and concrete applications as the complementary values of humanity.

Actually, in one way or other, human rights is a value that is emphasized by every ideology and religion.

All religions and ideologies have an essence which sanctifies the humane values and attaches importance to human rights.

Therefore, human rights and freedom should play a decisive role as a common value in instituting today’s world of peace.

If world communities can show virtue at the point of sharing common values, sensitivity may progress in respecting our diversities.

The normative ground of this consensus is justice and human rights, while the political ground is pluralist democracy.

Essential is not the individual, private interests of the nations, but the universal values and principles that are mutually accepted by humanity.

What should happen today is the globalization, institutionalization of rights and freedoms, justice, virtue and peace as universal values and their accessibility by all the people on earth. 

Otherwise, one culture or political interest coming into a dominant state capitol forming into a global force, the formation of new and distanced poles as north and south, east and west, rich and poor, wouldn’t be perceived as a change toward optimism.

Dear participants,

We have to ask the good for all, and keep the bad away from all.

The logic that goes ‘my terrorist is good’ has proven wrong.
We have to establish objective criteria without falling into the trap of double-standardization.

At this juncture, I would like to draw your attention to the recently emerging regulations that might jeopardize the acquisitions of democratic societies, in the name of winning the struggle against global terror.
Nowadays, we witness the high saliency of the paradox between security and freedom. The experiences after Sept 11 necessitate an international cooperation and dignity against global terror.

We believe that everybody must perform their duties in order to acquire and maintain the peaceful atmosphere; nevertheless, we observe that some countries do not go beyond wishful thinking.

Without a doubt, this struggle has to continue. Nonetheless, the realm of freedom should not be shrunk in the struggle.

Restrictions on freedoms should be very exceptional and an undesirable state.

The essential is the provision of liberties and freedom with all its dimensions for all.

An understanding of security that restricts the realm of freedom reproduces a ground that bastardizes security itself in the long run.

It would be the biggest mistake to target a certain religion or a nation for the sake of anti-terror struggle.

To identify a country, a civilization, a religion or a nation with a particular act of terror is a violation of the rights of a free human mind.

The ones who severe the purity of religion into the terrorist acts are those who damage religions in the first place.

Yet a bigger mistake is to confront a religion in order to struggle with those people.

We observe a looseness in human rights struggle in some developed countries in the name of security concerns.

This is an unacceptable situation.

People who have been a part of the societies they inhabit for many years, who have produced added value for those countries, should not be subjected to different types of treatment. Otherwise, that would be called discrimination.

We can observe that our citizens are exposed to assimilatory demands under the veil of integration

I would like to draw your attention to this kind of human rights violation.

For instance, in early periods, learning the language of the host country was considered sufficient for integration. Today, we are facing new demands.

People with Turkish origins in foreign countries can be treated as ‘aliens’ even though they fulfill every kind of integration criteria, including education, language and career. This situation is a human rights violation and it agonizes us a lot.

Perceiving multiculturalism as a threat, rather than a richness, leads to detrimental mistakes.

Dear participants,

Personally and as a politician, I would like to say that my doors are wide open to everyone who contributes to the human rights struggle.

I ask each human rights representative, whom I meet all over the world, to contact me directly, concerning his or her criticisms about Turkey.

I, myself, assure that my government will continue its endeavors in the direction of strengthening the ground of human rights struggle.

As I end my speech, I would like to welcome you all one more time and thank your for the democratic honor you have granted us. 
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